gative OThru_______ Penalty O 4
lsponsive CJ Thru Maximal O b8

=10
10

Balance INT

Systems On 0 JINames
Systems OnQ)

General Approach

pport O Thru RdbiO B Conv D) ~— S Min Expected HCP when Balanced: Opening _ _ Responding _____
P Style «' Jump 10 2NT: 2 Lowest Unbid O 7 Forcing Open W20 0ther _____ INT Open: Str O Wk O Variabl
— < S 8] Bids That May Require Preparation
vi___to___ Often4 Cards(] Vs Vs = =
i ___to___ o Dbl 1* Min Lengthe 50 401 30 NF 20(4432 only ) NF 10 NF 00 £
Imp Overcalis Wk O 1m0 Sur =y 2 Resp Tranaf ’
v O &
iy 20 20_
Sponses S 20 10 Bypass 5+[0 Raises e s
Iw Suit: F O NFConst ONF O Tfr O " N 1 is‘r\g*e NH:i g ,.:a
2 oA 2. g - ' mp Wk MixedQ Inv
mo‘tdul Wk OMixed Oiew D - ot % 2NT 10 After Overcall Wk Mixed D IvD
febids Supportl] g 4 Z Min Lengtht 50 40 30 Unbald NF 201 BF 1O NFOD) AT
Gl ther - 1. Resp Same as over 1de
Vs New Suit F. 2 MO Ti [
At Quas Nt Ll Jump Shift WkO w0 FO Fr0 Raises
0 KO HO Va4 [FIUTP ST WL = Single NFD w0 GFO
Rdt 10+ 0 Conw O INT___10 = Wik [ fixend [
hasls 00 O o Jump Wk MiedD nwD
R 2NTOver: Nat Raise Range [0 ] f— — After Overcalt WkO Mixed D v O
tural g0 8 O v &0 (=] o] 10 A1t Raises 2NTL] ANT O Soiinter O
x 0 0 N Art Raises 2NTL] ANTO S o
her g 0o o o B T o = 1'/‘ Other
escribe the 1%/2% Length: 40 50 SN = ~
8 34" Length 40 50 Drury: 2400 200 In Comp O
ove! Style (Seat/Vu) W 2NT Overcall B INT FO SemiF O Bypass #C Sorop Rsles Nk 0 I
= . > ai Wk MuxedD v
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5p W 2NT Lebensohl Resp O
evel Style E Cuebid
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M40 Tir D) Other het 5-Card Major 0 SysOnvs _ - I
b Gerber: Directly Over NT (0 Over NT Seq 0 Non-NT Seq _ 2? SWW‘{'? - P’L:lppc( O Other O 30
T Blackwood[l RKC 031401 RKC 14300 20:NatD Ither L)
N 27 NatO Other %
ntrol Bids = R EL L)
interferance 5 26 NatO 7/ Mthes e
her il 2NTNat O Tfr 3 Othe Jthe
[Ats NT Primary Signats 10 [ SmolenQ Tfr: 440 4
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ACBL Debuts New Convention Card ..o e e,

With the new Alert procedures implement- - o
ed last year, it was time for the convention Ay ===t Tan:_ - - oo Glossary
card to be overhauled as well. A committee @ PCuin__Masmeld = 1Rnd........ One round
consisting of Danny Sprung, Chris Weigand, a ; g Responding .
Linda Trent, Tom Dressing and Tom Carmi- = = 1NT Open: Str 0 Wh O Varizble O 2Way NMF ... . I::;-nway e
chael was appointed to redesign the card. The = d ) )
product of their work is the new card you see = — —————————— 4hSF....... Fourth Suit Forcing
here, which the Board approved during their N 'Ea:I._ — ;-:‘l. Tede Qi_l';lc-asrﬁ 5040 30 hF 204432 ony D) MR 1L I Artificial
meetings at the Austin NABC. - — )
You may start seeing the new card as soon & 20 __ 29 b e— Conv........ C':'mfemmnal
as now, although it could take several months E g 2w 2% ot S 1 Fooooi. Forcing
foril@ 3mst&.ng|11:ards in Cil‘CDl:IlaF i.U-I'lT;'O be ) = We DI b >'_EC_:| | . f':_ ffr INT JL_:_.:Z Croar GF.......... Game forcing
replaced with the new one. During the transi- Supporz 0 ™ m ———— TR - ] .
tic?n. either card will be aoc@ptahlg. - Other 1 ’ i:;lc-ngn' SHaE AR e HCP ........ High Card Points
Much of the card should look familiar to - o oo New Suit F: 2Ld0O0THO Hooooooooa Honor
those already using an ACEL DDIWE.IltiDl'I % 20 RO Dk .:dr-.cjﬂ f—.:: Ailj nwd FO Fir O ... ... Intermediate
card. The uze of names for conventions = Rkt 10+0 Comv | Invitational
has been limited where possible. Common ‘E MV oeeieens nvitationa
abbreviations and terms used on the card are EJI : v+, ... Invitational or better
explained in the glossary on the facing page. = Nat Matural
We will explain each section in detailover @ jRl——0w——./—9—9U —@———® ———————————4{ B ¥&®Llengw4030  CuntesdevOintompd 70000 ]
the next few months. Neg......... Megative
Mote that each section is now separated E NF. . ........ Mon-forcing
with vertically shaded columns: Overview, = NME N inor forci
Minors, Majors, Notrump, 2 Level, ete, E """" S LY
Rather than starting with notrump open- . Pen......... Penalty
ings, tglil'e newdcard arranges opening bids in = = T _ Quasi ....... Balanced with two or
ascending order. i mare, or natural length
There are now separate areas for 1de and Zzzanzedd B . Res Responsels)
1% opening bids. Those who treat these bids = Haccnoane P
the same, opening the “better minor,” don’t g Semi-F...... Semi-forcing
n;ed o fﬂi}:;;ltﬁte mil:lor;eczlions twice; g Std ... ... Standard
thereisa ck box which indicates “same as
over 18 TOo......... Takeout
The section on defensive carding methods g Tr.o......... Transfer
has been greatly expanded with separate B Wk Weak
- . s rentione . FEAeecdiens | EANT .. feezui;m I WK Ll
areas for leads against suits and notrump, =1 o
carding and signals. | A A convention similar to
More room is given to explain general style 2Way NMF

Trump Signals
CIRCLE CGARD LED {if
Length Leads: 403"

for preempts and what is to be expected from
abalanced opening bid.

The new Alert procedures have been in-
corporated with the same color coding: red =
Alert, blue = Announce.

The new card contains many improve-
ments designed to help opponents locate
desired information efficiently and help part-
nerships with their own agreements. While it
may seem like alot of information - especial-

Henor Leads:
A +1Variez O

QJx JTx Tox

==
g OJTx JTSx

LEADS ws SUITS

Imterior Seq: = "
lyat first - it's perfectly fine to only fill out KJTx KTSx QTS9x AQJx AJTx KTSx QT8x
the areas that apply to your partnership. Excepvions M Fecsctions

18, Bridge Bulletin | March 2022 March 2022 | Bridge Bulletin | 19



Conventional

/]/Mm part 1

Each of the next several months we break down a section of the new
ACBL convention card. See pages 18-19 of the March issue for the
complete card and a glossary of terms and abbreviations.

Isforthe pairs general
WM tnmeddmm,urmm

Notremp ranges considered “weak” can range amywhere from as few as
10 up fo 15 HCP. Is 1315 a weak notrump? That is up to your parinership as
defenders to decide.

Some partnerships play weak notrump when nomvuinerable and strong
when vulnerable, or in different s=ats (weak in first or second, strong in third
and fourth). l.'.‘,heckmg'hs bow is not meant to describe the variability, just o
alert the opponents Stence.

Qesponding
TNT Openc Sir O Wi O Variable O

yy Reguire Preparation

Next, we have Forcing Open, with
the normal 14 and 28 upbms plus
Other.

gth: 3 T O s L ArrE
There are boxes 1o check whether 1 * et Bids TmTll‘ayﬂhequi\i Prepara%m Kind of like a “pre-Alart,” this
space is availzble for you to include artificial bids that your o enis may
ynur1NTnpen|ngs are strang, weak or want to discuss their defense to in advance. .hpqacld emmplepgogannery
Stmng generally includes any an opening bid of 24 which shows 11-15 HCF with five hearts and four
nofrump range with 14 as its lowest spades. Again, there is room below to articulate your methods. This is just to
possible. SUMMEATIZE your system.

T e R —
apgl_;]upnnte boxin e top row. - ship raise 1 ﬂﬁﬁ’mls a

2 area rﬂwmhasbeenemandedfarynumdetall our -
mr.thotb Thei’.-' fzﬂTsechqnlsms:mnartomeuldca :

MINORS - better? Is it game forcing?
The areas for 1#e and 1 # : ‘;ma;abnﬁ-lmp mm.;?
have been separated. For most 1 {Min Lengthc 50 20 30 WF 204432 only 0} NF - Itis here that a new option
there : for a jump raise of a suit
i mizﬂ * ; LI'ES h&e “mixed"” raise.
respanses fo 14 and 14. If that - What is a mixed raise?
is the case, you can simply check It might be described as
the “Same as over 14" box in the : “gingle raise values with
1# area. : Blhab?;rg‘? E;:g'lnt&uhqn
i © is5u E, ing on
[:Ihp::’#'qﬂﬂ:“ * a player's evaluation. For
i : example, if balanced, they -
ﬂﬂdi:g.v‘mﬂuh . might have more foward the :
section for 14 opening bids has : upper range of high-card
e ek oot o  Eoormets, peas et
mh-'in_ o * high-card points. :
expected Az with the old - Lastly, there are three op- -
card, bids in blue require an An-  tions for what a jump raise
nouncement, bids in red require In the 14 section, in addition to the various options for minimum length, : means after the opponents
an Alert. ﬂ'lere rs nlsu an option to check that your 14 opening promises an unkal- : overcall.

26 | Bridge Bulletin | April 2022

- =ingle raise invitational or




Conventional

- part 2

In each of the next several issues, we'll break down a

section of the new ACBL convention card. See pages
18-19 of the March issue for the complete card and a
glossary of terms and abbreviations.

i The nextline covers INT
+ responses. F is for Forcing 1NT;

I Y oo & gresseiiesetissseens
: practically 100% of the time. : 2 3MT O Sglinter D H En%ialm.;hﬁ :
* Semi-F is for Semi-Forcing. This * a passed hand. You can :
+ Means respander can have up fo - : choose 2 or 2 # jor  :
+ imvitational values, but openeris ¢ ":':-——"_'. both) and indicate i *
 allowed to pass, usually witha - sethesebids  :
! balanced minimum. The Bypass & i~ faumm sfor b
‘ box is chacked if responder - "H 1 example, over doubles
: routinely bids INT with four * but not after an :
: spades; usually because the pair  : + awercall. :
* plays Flannery. If you respond 1NT : INT S rresessensnssassraast

- with four spades and three hearts -
© in a normal context, do not check

e by A b et P TioOmerscctin L Jump Raise descives your agreerts

* about 1
: agreements not covered by the :
* bies. Some examples might Weak |mplm less than a constructive

: : + raise with four trumps.
: g;m;;;mgﬂ'ﬁlﬁgw w : : Mixed can be described as “single
* bids after 1T responses. : + raise values with exira frump.” Distribution

+ s subjective, depending on a player's
: eu:aJu:ljJnn For example, if balanced,

* might have the upper range of hu;h—

+ points. f the hand contains shariness,

+ perhaps fewer.

= Invitational is a raise that isn't forcing
: o game.

PesrsasrREaEEARIEIR R ERRLREIIES
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Smolen: Smalen is a
conventional bid that afiows
raspander $o show bath majors
after opaner's 2 ¢ answer to
Stayman.

Transfer 4 /4 ¢ /4W:
« I you play these calls

: as transfers, check the
appropriate box.

. Dbl: if the cpponents

* overcall, indicate whether &
. double Is negative cr penalty. |
« You can also indicate the .
» Jevel through which the

* negative doubie applies, or

+ other treatments for double

« {like stolen bid, for example,

+ where a doubla means you

- Wouid have made the bid your
+ apponent dig),

Trrss s s s sa e s
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Conventional
- part 3

In each of the next several issues, we’ll break down a
section of the new ACBL convention card. See pages

18-19 of the March issue for the complete card and a

glossary of terms and abbreviations.

OF Two o1

areas if you vary your ther by seal or vulnerability.
158, Check Yes,

double and 24s; you can writa

ZNT:NetD Tfr O

[Bame ez YO NDD
Siméiar to the INT section,
there |5 space 10or wur range
ani a box to check (Conw n
red) i your 2NT opening bid
Is conventional {outsde of the
expectad strong, balancad

SmlenD Tir 460 4 3 AT( — — hand)
Dt Neg O Fen Other sbensohl 0

2NT to Puppet D 340 _

Conv Ol 1 o

3NT__ .

If you play an cpening béd of 3NT
as strong and balanced, just write
your range in the fimes.

Any cooventivnal 3NT opening bid

can still use e lines for & point-count
range, but indicate whether it is One
Suit or something else in the space
provided,

. Puppet: Check this box If your partnership plays any variation of

* puppst Stayman (& mathed of finding out if opener has a five-card

« major suit).

- 34:Unless you play 34 as natural, check this box and indicate

. your agreement In the space provided. Minor suit Stayman o

. an artificial relay to 3NT {with follow-ups to describe various

: distrivutional hands) are the most common treatments. 4
Tir. ¥ your three- and/or four-level responses are transfers, check -

* these bowes. .
Neg Dbl: Should the oppanents interfare after a 2NT opening bid, *

* you can indicate how you handle it. s



Conventlonal

In each of the next several issues, we'll break down a
section of the new ACBL convention card. See pages

18-19 of the March issue for the complete card and a
glossary of terms and abbreviations.

Tha 26 wmmnmﬂmslmmﬂmwmgvsmng
Some extra terms and optians hava been added 10 the new card to reflect this.
The oid card Smply had options for 2& as “strong” and “ather Thera are now
restrictions an 2¢ apeners that tidn't exist before. Not a¥ events allow & Strong
artificial 24 cpening bid. If it is alowed, it must be Alerted.

Very Strong: A hard that containg: et least 20 HCP, or at least 14 HCP and is

within one trick of game, assuming suits break evanly amonp the other hands, or Responses to 2&

anb:“agsm:&mh&eev;wm King =1 pmma nr;d s within one trick of 2¢ Neg or Waiting: No Alert required

Strong: A hand tat contsins: at least 15 HCP ormeasmmmamms Steps: There is a line next to th Staps box to indicate if you play
Fie af 24 (number of cards i twa longest suits plus number of high-card points steps showing leves of high card points or Control Points-showing
must be at least 24, or at least 5 Control Points and is within one trick of game, stape.

assuming suits breex evenly among the other hands. 2% Neg: If you play 2% as an artificial negative bid, then you must
Natural: Many strong-club systems such as Precision use a 2 apening bid to Alert,

shawa Ilmited hand Wi 3 five-card or longer club suit. Other Use this space for a general explanation of conventional
Conventional: If your 24 onenlrlq bid s anything other than Very Strong, it respanses to a natural or conventional 2+ opening bid.

Must be Alerted and fully axpiain

2% Neog O 'WaitingD
27 NegD

2 o

Very Str0 Strd NatO Corvd

2¢_

Weak two-bids
Weak two-bigs do not requirs

WOt G et of

an Mlert. Intermediate or WO Int0 Str0 Coavd  Rebids over 2NT = e fiscrbing ooener’s sult and
Strong two-bids do. ot qualily wiseh empoys

yA S i New Sut NFO e kbt
2 ¢ Any conventional WkDO im0 Str0 2SuitsD  Rebids over 2NT _Other __ 1+ Now Sust by (espondor
agreements such as showing nonfoecig. 1hat is o
an apaning hend with both 28__ S NewSEtNFT Alext nd th iox shioul
majors (Flannery) or opening WkD im0 S0 2SuitsD Rebigs over 2NT 10 cliechedd if 1t is you
strength with a three-suited I agreement
hand {Mini-Roman). WYy Convention:

oa) 100 o e

2viZa peningg b

There Is an additional option
$o check if your 29/24 bid
shows two suits

32 | Bridge Bulletin | July 2022




What nsed to be called DTHER

at the bottom for partnerships
to wirite in additional treat-
ments they employ,

- Vs (Very) Str Open There

- are many conventional ways

* to interfere with the oppo-

. nents' auctions, even If they

+ are showing a Strong or Very

. Strong ing bid, such as

* Mathe {double for the majors,

. notrump for the minors), trans- ©
- fers, CRASH (step-bids which

. show a two-suiter of the same |
« Color, RAnK o SHape), o .
. suction, There is plenty of room |
« to describe your partnership's

© agreements, if any.

. competition. There is a lot of room to
- explain your Jump Shift Responses

- (and advances), but weak jumpshift :
- responses not in competition no longer - -
- require an Alert. :

Conventional
- part 5

B T T R

In each

of the next several issues, we’ll break down a

section of the new ACBL convention card. See pages
18-19 of the March issue for the complete card and a
glossary of terms and abbreviations.

- only two options: Weak Jump Shifts

* In Comp and Not in Comp. There are

. also fit-showing jumps, artificial raises, .
* mini-splinters and differences as to

. whether responder or advancer is an
* unpassed hand or a passed hand,

. (Another common abbreviation you

* might see on a card is BPH or BUPH - -
. by passed hand or by unpassed hand.) .
- Conventions are sometimes “off” in .

. Typically, responder will have

. use NMF.

- After any auction that begins
. 1m—=1M; 1NT, responder
-« bids two of the other minor
* to ask opener to clarify their
« major-suit holdings. it is an .
. artificial call, requiring an Alert. |

- Dpener can show three-card - © ZWa """"""""
- ? : y NMF (Two-Way New
.ggmoff%ws. 0% .. Minor Forcing) Simitar to NMF,
o e o biddl%l’ is refinement allows responder to -
. deny either by bidding 21 initiate invitational or game-forcing
or {re)bidding a minor suit.

. - sequences — regardless of which
invtaional (o better) values to :  Tunr WBs openad “by ullizing 2
« . an invitational hand, and 2 ¢ &s an
" - artificial game-forcing bid. Bath bids
- require an Alert.

Jump Shift Resp "4

NMFO 2Way N’MF DXYZO 4*SF: 1Rnd O GFO

4 b

* XYZ This refers to any three
. one-level bids made by the

* partnership (1X=1Y; 12). The
. concept of 2Way NMF nows

+ applies, whare 2 would relay -
. 24 to begin an invitational se- |
- quence, and 2 ¢ is an artificial -
: game force.
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* to force opener 1o keep bidding. After
- three suits have been bid naturally,

* - be forcing for one round or to game
. (1Rnd or GF).

4™SF (Fourth Suit Forcing) Thisis a
- common bidding tactic by responder

: the “fourth suit” is now a (possibly)
. artificial (Alertable) call that is forcing.
* Depending on your agreement, it can




ridge is very competitive. Uncon-

tested auctions are increasingly

uncommon as players often enter
the bidding with very few high-card points.
Yet, for all the bidding that can occur at low
levels, many doubles there are played as
something other than penalty. There are
more opportunities to use these versatile
doubles as showing the unbid suits or sup-
port for partner than a desire to defend.

Negative and responsive doubles tend to

show support for the unbid suits. For exam-

For Negative, Responsive and
doubles, check the box
and indlcate how high You play
that type of doubla. For example,
if you play Responsive doubles
through 4 ¢, check the box
and wirite 4 @ in the line next
0 “Thru." Note that Support
Goubles and redoubles (Rdbl)
are nat in red and no lonaer
require an Alert.

T/0 Style This line isn't to let the opponents
know If you prefer Chings2 or Thai food, it's
your “takeout double style." Some partnership

V

Conventional

In each of the next several issues, we'll break down a
section of the new ACBL convention card. See pages

18-19 of the March issue for the complete card and a
glossary of terms and abbreviations.

N Negative O Thny

ple, If partner opens the bidding 14 and your
RHO overcalls 2 ¢, a double by you shows
length in hearts and clubs. A typical respon-
sive double is when your partner makes a
negative double (showing length in the unbid
suits), and you would like to compete but
have no clear direction, so you double.

Support doubles occur when partner opens
the bidding, you respond in a suit and there
is competition. Your partner, the opener, can
double or redouble to show exactiy three-
card support for the sult you bid.

Immediate Penalty doubles at low
levels are so rare that they do require
an Alert.

Penalty 00
Maximal O
—

this line,

agreements o takeout doubles include off-
shape hands, balanced hands, “card-showing”
doubles or takeout doubles with hands that are
lass than opening strength. Your partmership's
general approach to takeout doubles can be

noted on this line.

36 | Bridge Bulletin | September 2022

You LHO Partner  RHO
1 Pass
1v s Dbl
Most partnerships play support doubles

through to a lower level because it could be
that you have a seven-card fit. For example,
if the intervening bid had been 2, you and
your partner need fo discuss whether the
double would stili be support.

Maximal doubles occur in competitive auctions,
typically after the opponents interfare and take
up bidding room. In certain situations (usually at
the three level), a double of the opponents’ suit
becomes a game iry. A classic example:

You LHO Partner ~ RHO
(IJA 2y 24 v
bl

Some pairs define a double by opener as a hand
with game interest.

Other Any other type of conventional double in
your partnership agreements can be written in




vV

Conventional

In each of the next several issues, we’ll break down a
section of the new ACBL convention card. See pages
18-19 of the March issue for the complete card and a
glossary of terms and abbreviations.

...... B R I ]

T T T S ey e - Jump Overcalls

: The first line is for “one over one™  * - If your RHO opens the bidding 1% and you
+ overcalls; the two blank finesare  + - overcall 2, what kind of hand are you

- for your high-card point range for  + - showing? Most pairs play this as weak |
+ making a one-level overcall; if you - - (Wk), similar to preemptive bids at the two +
» routinely might have a four-card ~ © - or three level. Other options, which require
* suit, check the Often 4 Cards box. - 2 an Alert, include intermediate (Int) or
1 ..... vesevesse < strong (Str), showing opening-hand values |

* or better wnth a long suit. {

- The next line is for overcalls at tflé 1-Lvl to____ Ofien 4 Cards O
. two level, indicate your high-card > - A | | < s Ao e bt NPy b R B
¥ 0 2 e + Any artificial treatments to jump

. » v P O Is: Wk [
+ point range in the lines provided. : a Jurr‘f‘ E ercalls: Wk | / ytalls con be described n the -

B I I I EE I

() gécponeeo + Conv (Conventional) line. ¢
. New Suit s New Suit FO NFConstONFO TR}y T esseseee AR SR L
: After you overcall, what are partner's . dJump Raise WKOMIxedOInwT @t ccccces seesseeens esesssnssns
: fesponses? : —_Supporil > Jump Raise

+ What is 2 Jump Raise in your partnershlp" .
- Some play it Weak (preemptive), Mixed

.

© RHO You LHO Partner

: 16 1¥  Pass ? L (PR TS oS s PN R 5 2 - ffour trump, not weak but not a limit raise) ©
. . Cueblds 8 : or Inwitational (such as a limit raise). 3
I a new suit Forcing, Non-forcing - .Cuemscanmeandmeremmmgsﬁ_ * N\ crereres srrerseraseiseansanne
- Constructive or Non-Forcing? - 2 pending on the level, for example 2 “jump -
< Check the boxes that correspond to = : cuebid.” ¥ 5 N AR ST e e
< your agreements. Some partnerships . * < - Other X
. play Transfers, which requirean  : -+ RHO Partner LHO  You - :Thereisaine provided for other *
+ Announcement. . 14 1v Pass 34 . + agreements not listed.

Explain how your partnership different-
. ates between cuebids in the line prowided. *
+ and If they generally indicate support.

B L
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When your LHO opens one of &
your pariner bids two of the same ¢
that is a direct cuebid, What does it

. The next column is for Quasi-Natural

* (*Quasi”) 14 or 14 opening bids,

- which coutd be baianced hands with

- two or more of the bid suit or nat-

« ural length. Opponents who play a

. quasi-natural opening bid are required

. to pre-Alert along with announcing,
“could be short as X." Again, you have |

* the aption of Michagls, Natural or

i yml‘r npponenf op.ens é ;cﬁid be as
- short as zero” 14, does 24 by you ;
- show diamonds? Then you would check -

- the Natural box. If a direct cuebid is
. something other than Michaels or Natu-

Conventional

In each of the next several issues, we'll break down a
section of the new ACBL convention card. See pages

18-19 of the March issue for the complete card and a

glossary of terms and abbreviations.

The first column Is for Artificlal {*Art") openings of 1é and 1. Does a direct cuebid by your
side show length In both majors? Then you would check the Michaels box.

What Is Michaels? It is a way to show a two-suited hand: A direct cuebid of a minor-suit
opening bid shows a major two-suiter. So, the auction 18—(24) or 14 —(24) shows a hand
with length in hearts and spades. The strength requirements vary depending on partnership
preferences. After a major-suit opening, a direct cuebid shows length in both the other major
and a minor. The sequence 1A—{24), therefore, shows length in both hearts and an undis-

closed minor.

Y

A1 Oussl N

&0 RO RO
Michaets O O O
gNatursl T O O
"o D O

Nat

va

ooo

-l

This section is to ndicate your partnership style when making a preemptive opening bid at the three or four level
Typically, these bids promise a hand below opening strength with a seven-card or longer suit. Suil quality and length

The third and fourth columas are for Nat-
ural ("Nat") opening bids. If an opponent’s

- 1o opening bid Is two only if 4=4=3=2. it -

is deamed Natural. Note that if your direct
cuebid is not Michaels, it requires an Alert.
There Is a line for you to describe your
agreements.

. Some partnerships play that opening bids _
: of 4 and 44 are transfers 1o 4% and
+ 4, respectively. This convention is called -
- Namyats; check the Trf (transfer) box if

. that is your agreement. If those opening
- bids are something else besides a pre-
* empt, write it in the Other line.

¢an depend on seat and viinarability, There & space to notz your general preempting philosophy at these levels.
How o you respond 10 such opening bids? For example, a new suit could be natwral and forcing, a control bid in

support or even ace- of key card-asking. A new-suit, below-game response that is non-fercing is Alertable.
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In each of the next several issues, we'll break down a
section of the new ACBL convention card. See pages

18-19 of the March issue for the complete card and a
glossary of terms and abbreviations.

* A “Control Bid” iz an ace or a
* king (or, if in 2 suit contract, a

ﬁusnchmalumyoutnheﬂy
descnibe your comventional slam

methods. Almost all of these

treatments are Alertable, but they
are "Delayed Alerts." Al Delayed
Alerts must be explained before the

* The Gerber convention is an ace-asking bid.
+ Typically, it's a jump to 44 after an opening
+ notrump sequence or after a notrump rebid. Some - :
« use it after a fit in a suit has been found. All three -

. options are available for you on the new card:

« void or singleton). An ace or void
« i a first-round control, a king
Z or singleton is a second-round
* control. Indicate your partnership

s’que in the line prowided.

¥ Ieaibjrelilerﬂle ™ EI]iret:tIy Over NT such as: 1NT-4d or 2de—2#; ‘

* ZNT-4da.
(Owver NT Seq such as: 1#—1w; ZNT-4 &

. Non-NT Seq such as: 1—3d; 4
* Note that the first two examples are not Delayed
+ Mlerts, but the third one is.

* Vs Interference When the

* opponents interfere with your -
« ace- or key card-asking auc- -
» tion, there are conventional  ©
» methods avaitable to handle

* the interference. Lkse this line *
* to describe your agreements, -
r- Directhy Cwer NTO Ower NT Seg O Mon-NT 2=q 0 « such as DOP1 I:DDIJHE! with
RKC 03140 RKC 14300 * zero, Pass with one) or DEPOD ©
. (Double with Even, Pass with
2 Odd). -
ed at the end of the auction = - e e
even if they are below 3NT. ' e

Merts of passes, doubles * 4NT There are * * Blackwood Tradi- * : RKC 0314 Roman key card Blackwood * Other Use
and redoubles are not de- R, ETIRPEIREN + * fional Blackwood * is a variation that asks not only about ~ + - thislineto -
layed regardless of the level caskforacesand ¢ - i one of the + aces, but also the king of a specified suit. + indicate other -
of the auction. When behind + other high cards. - - oldest conventional - * These five cards are referred fo as “key . partnership -
- Check the box that - - freatments. ltasks - . cards.” The 0314 responses are: 54 zero . . agreements .
. applies. Note that  © . specifically for * or three, 54 one or four; 5% two key * for slam bid- :
(4NTisnotaDe- [  acesonly. Afterthe © : cards without the queen of trump; 5 ding suchas :
* layed Alert, but the | : 4NT asking bid, the - - two or five key cards with the queen of + “senous” or
* responses are. ¢ . [esponses are; S - - trump. - . “non-sericus -
-------------- . shows zeroorfour = RKC 1430 The same as above except the . ‘SNT. which
. aces; H# shows  first two bids are reversed: S shows . is a Delayed
: one; 5% two and * one or four; 5% shows three or zero. + Alert.
(EA e, 7 teerrressstasssressassriraest teseessasan
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In each of the next several issues, we'll break down a
section of the new ACBL convention card. See pages
18-19 of the March 2022 issue for the complete card
and a glossary of terms and abbreviations.

When your RHD has opened the bidding,
you are now in the “direct seat” in

terms of overcalling. F RHO opens at the

one level n a suit, you have a Direct

ANT bid available to you. Most people

play m;ta:i'ect_seatull:ﬁr[call of INT H IH‘DIJ ;545{5' . I. .lr;s.[in. .ﬁr. e
shows just what it would if you opened § '

a sirong notrump —maybe even a lttle e peeian o
better — 15—18 HCP. Notump overcalls P, vyeesssssneas *ConvThere are conventional :
do not require an Announcement of your

. . f + treatments of a 1NT overcall; -
high-cand point range. if a partnership * for example, “sandwich no-

g{mﬁmﬁlm&rﬁ‘ﬁﬁ?&rﬂ; ~ trump” is often used to show -
notrump oven m b T + a two-suited hand. If you play -
the definition of Natural (hands which regt 11 ; ) = * sandwich or anything else -
contam a small singleton or 10 cards " 1 2 = * that doesn’t mean a balanced >
in two suiis), it is both permitted and - “#—— hand with at least 14 HCP,  :

Mlertable. The call is also Alertable i it : e
does not show at least 14 HCP. T - the line provided.

* check the box and describe in *

srsssssssssaaneba BEEEEEEEEEEE A A B AR B RSB

3 .Jun;lp to ﬁHT: 2 Lowest T'!‘:ld A jufn‘:p o ENITI l:ﬂ:'l be gil_al_d
* Dther Thers e « * to show the two lowest unbid suits, for example, 1&-2NTto -
............................. . Ejtrh:l;'u'lblgeir:d;stiace + + show diamonds and hearis. This can still apply after the oppo- -

* When your LHO opens the bidding followed  * - other special agree- « nents have bid two suits, such as 1% —Pass—1 & —2NT would be

* by two passes, you are now in the balancing * . ments + - for both minors. p
« seat. Because it’s more likely that partmer ~— « =, . ... ... .. 0 ¢ Ajump to 2NT that shows the minors when a natural minor suit -
» has some values, some agree to lowerthe .+ * has been opened is Alertable. This includes if the opponents

. necessary high-card point requirementto 2 + open 1< with a two-card suit only if 4=4=3=2 (which .
. Balance 1NT. Again, this does not require an | + considered a natural call for these purposes). This is new. If the -
* Announcement. - + opening is quasi-natural or artificial, any arfificial two-suited
............................... * INT is not Alertable.

A jump to 2NT in direct seat that is Strong is Alertable.

I
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Previously called "Defense vs Notrump,”
this is one of the boxes on the new card
that is virtually identical to the box on

the old card. A handy new element is a
line for 2NT_ Because many parinerships
like to play different systems depending
on the strength of the 1NT opening bid
{or overcall), there are two columns
provided. On the top two “Vs™ lines, you
might indicate the point-count range that
your system defends against, or if you
differentiate between direct or balancing
seat achons.

Next to each two-level suit bid, indicate
what that means in your parinership.

[For example, if vs a strong 1NT, you play
24 as a one-suited hand, write “one
suit” in the line. But, f vs a weak 1NT, it's
both majors, write “majors” or *hearts
and spades” in the line. Or, if it's natural,
write “clubs™ or “natural.” Note that these
Imes are not in red, but if your bid is
conventional, meaning anything but natural,
or natural but also indicates a second suit,
it requires an Alert.

vz TAKEOUT DEL
Your partner opens the bidding and your

RHO makes a takeout double. What do
your bids mean?
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- part 11
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In each of the next several issues, we'll break down a
section of the new ACBL convention card. See pages
18-19 of the March 2022 issue for the complete card
and a glossary of terms and abbreviations.

. New Suit F “F" stands for Forcing. if 2 new

 suit at the two-level by responder is forcing, -

check the 2 Lvl bow.

- If 2 new suit is a transfer to the next-higher
- suit, check the Tir box and mark the lowest
. call where transfers start (g, INTisa

. transfer to clubs) and remember that opener

* must Announce the transfer suit.

o
o

.l

3

=
<3

1
2
1

vs {NT OPENING

Sl RY Ra B3R OED

ws TAKE OUT DAL

. There is an Other line for any
* other partnership agreements
* over an opponent's takeout

. Jump Shift Is a jumpshift by

- responder weak, invitational, forcing -
- or fit-showing? Check the appropriate -
. box and note that fit-showing jumps -
- are Alertable.

. Redouble If redouble has no

+ artificial meaning and is values-
- showing, check the 10+ boox. If
. you have a specific parinership
. agreement about redouble, or if
. it 1s conventional, check the box

- . next to Conv and explain inthe
= - line provided. .

= 2NT After your RHO doubles, if ZNT is
- natural (balanced), or a raise (Alertable),
« indicate your agreement, the high-card
_ point range you are expected o have and
. note if you play it differently over your .
- opening bids of 1m and 1M. .
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- part 12
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In each of the next several issues, we'll break down a
section of the new ACBL convention card. See pages
18-19 of the March 2022 issue for the complete card
and a glossary of terms and abbreviations.

When your opponent opens the

bidding at the two level or higher,
how does your partnership handle
it? (Note that “preempt”™ doesn’t
necessarily mean “weak ™ Some
systems include two-level or higher
bids that are “intermediate™ or
near-average to average strength.)

sressaaEE &

. T/0 Double Thru After the -
: opponents preempt, what does *
+ a double mean and through ~ +
« what level? For example, if
« you play double is takeout
: through 4% write 4% in the
. space provided. if doubles of
. preempts are for penalty, chec:k :
1he box and Alert.

. 2NT Lebensohl Resp After an

+ opponent preempts at the two

+ level and your partner makes a

+ takeout double, what does your

+ bid of 2NT mean? I it is an offer

» to declare a notrump contract,

* then it's natural and not Alertable.
+ Many partnerships play a conven-

- tion called Lebensohl, which has
. many uses. Playing Lebensohl, a
» bid of 2NT after partner's double
* is not natural, it 15 Alertable and
enaliy | + asks pariner to bid 34 _There
Jesp 1— are many different follow-ups and
. continuations; be aware of the

2HT [hen:all When they pre- ]
* empt at the two level, what is the  +
: high-card point range of your 2NT
- overcall? There is enough room
. tolnl:lu:aie if you play “systems -
. on.” i.e., Stayman and transfers or ﬁ
» natural responzes. If you play this is |

BN

B8 BB S E S A S EEE R E R RSB R B EEEEES

vs PREEMPTS

[FIrS

* conventional (such as both mlmrsJ ﬂﬁ;‘t prﬂﬁeglﬁjnd Exl;li;l: fully
- it iss Alertabl e n aske your bids or
,IS. .? Wi .B ................ befule the opening lead.
. Jump Overcalls Howdo youplayajump © | _
. overcall after a preempt? Describe the ﬂmﬂ-There are many .
.......... : Stl‘erlgth E:l:pecl:ed. . -

l}uebld Depem:hng on the level,
: cuehidding the opponent’s suit
» can have different meanings, .
% such as stopper-asking or show- ©
% ing a two-suited hand. Indicate
* your ag reemenl if you have one.

4 sesssssseEEEEEEEEEEES

; > conventional gadgets one can
« play after a preempt, often
: to show two-suited hands.
+ Indicate if you play conven- |
tluns here. X

B BB E R B EEEEEEEE G ARG B R R EEEEEEE
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